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Blind couple raises their son in Canada

Recently, | visited a family in Vancouver, Canada.

Yuko and Thilo both have a visual impairment and
they are raising their 13-year-old son, Kurtis. Yuko
is a Japanese woman. While living in Japan, she
contracted an eye disease when she was 23 years
old. And she lost her eyesight at 30.

Then she decided to study in Canada, where she
met her future husband, Thilo in her thirties.

They got married and soon after they were blessed
with a son, Kurtis.

Kurtis was born with normal vision, and has
grown up helping his parents navigating their
world. Yuko, Thilo, and Kurtis live in an apartment
with a guide dog, Adrik.

When Yuko was losing her eyesight, she took
special moving and living training at the Hokkaido
Nanbyo Center supervised by Mr. Hiroshi Arai, of
Hokkaido Blind Rehabilitation Association. After
which he and Mr. Tateo lto, the then Hokkaido
Nanbyoren secretary-general kept in touch with
her through the years.

Mr. Arai and Mr. lto are my colleagues now, and
they often talk about Yuko.

| think Yuko is a great woman who after losing her
eyesight, studied abroad, worked, married, and had
a healthy son. | was very motivated and hopeful to
meet her one day.

Finally, my dream came true. Yuko and Kurtis
visited Sapporo for a few weeks in April 2018.

| met them and we enjoyed a dinner together.
They were both charming and friendly, and she
invited me to her home if | ever visited Canada.

Actually, | had a plan to go to Vancouver,
Canada with my fellow English school students in
September, so | visited them.

Yuko is really good at cooking. She made a
lot of delicious food. For example, roast pork,
cheese potatoes, fried zucchini and broccoli, and
sausages, etc. using the oven and a non-oil fryer.

(L-R) Shiori, Yuko, Thilo , Adrik

She cooked as if she could see everything, e.g.
foods in the fridge, the cutting board and the
frying pan. | tried to help her a little, but maybe
it wasn’ t so useful. Unfortunately, | burned the
broccoli in the frying pan because | was chatting
too much.

Yuko and Thilo, her husband are very active.
They enjoy everyday life doing sports such as
taekwondo, skating and swimming. And they are
sociable and often invite neighbors over.

Thilo is a very knowledgeable person and
recommended hice places to visit and souvenirs to
buy.

Kurtis and | enjoyed a smart phone game called
Pokemon GO. He is into his smart phone and
games like an average teenager. Thilo and Yuko
said repeatedly that they are enjoying taking care
of their lovely son very much. | was surprised that
Kurtis can speak both English and Japanese
very well. My understanding is that it’” s difficult
to learn two languages even if it’ s the parents
mother tongues. Thilo and Yuko must be good
teachers since Kurtis is doing well in both local
and Japanese schools.

During Yuko' s visit to Sapporo, she told me an
interesting story. When Kurtis was young and saw
a bug he didn’ t like, he said “Why am | the only
one who can see it, | need someone to get rid of
it!” It was one of the few times he didn’ t consider
his parents’ impairment.

Usually when his parents ask for help, he
cheerfully replies, “Yes, Yes!” right away unless he'’
s playing video games then they have to call him
over and over.

Their happy life became a 50 minute documentary
broadcasted in Canada in 2015. They gave me the
DVD titled “Touching Life” . It is full of touching
moments such as when Thilo and Yuko first met,
he had some vision, and fell in love with her. He
was eager to catch Yuko' s attention, but she
didn’ t notice him at all. There’ s a nice touching
photo when their son Kurtis was born as it was
their dream to have and raise a child. Also in the
video, a young Kurtis does a good job explaining
many things that he sees to his parents and helps
them with directions home. He is smart for his age,
but sometimes he says something childish.

| think their natural, “Touching Life” is so great!

You can see part of the documentary if you search
“Touching life, Vancouver” on the internet.

Please enjoy it!

(Shiori Nagamori)
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